PASSPORT REQUIREMENTS
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On June 1, 2009, the U. S. Government implemented the new requirements of the land and sea phase of Western Hemisphere Travel Initiative (WHTI).  

The good news is U.S. citizens sailing on a closed-loop cruise (a cruise that begins and ends at the same U.S. port) are not required to carry a passport. Requirements vary upon the passenger’s age and are as follows:
U.S. citizens 16 years of age and older will need to provide one the following:

· Original or a certified copy of his/her birth certificate (with a raised seal) and a laminated, government-issued photo ID (denoting photo, name and date of birth) OR
· Naturalization papers OR
· Consular Report of Birth Abroad issued by the Department of State.

U.S. citizens 15 years of age and younger will need to provide one of the following:

· Original or a certified copy of his/her birth certificate (with a raised seal) OR
· Consular Report of Birth Abroad issued by DOS OR
· Certificate of Naturalization issued by U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services

Please Note: Voter registration cards, Social Security cards, Baptismal papers and hospital certificates of birth ARE NOT considered proof of citizenship. 
	· 


HOWEVER, all passengers on cruises that begin in one U.S. port and return to a different U.S. port OR any cruise that begins and ends in a foreign port WILL REQUIRE A PASSPORT. 
ALSO, Guests who need to fly out of the U.S. to meet their ship at a foreign port; guests entering the U.S. at the end of the cruise; and guests needing to fly to the U.S. before their cruise ends due to personal, medical or family emergencies, involuntary disembarkation due to misconduct or any other reason WILL REQUIRE A PASSPORT.
THEREFORE, Royal Caribbean International, as well as MUSIC FESTIVALS strongly recommends that all guests travel with a valid passport during their cruise. 

Guests who do not possess the proper documentation at embarkation/check-in will be denied from boarding the ship and NO REFUND WILL BE GIVEN. It is the sole responsibility of the guest to bring the proper identification. 
For additional passport information please visit www.travel.state.gov
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   Documentation for 

Non-U.S. Citizens

Visas:

Please contact the Embassy (Consular Services) of each country on your sailing itinerary or the visa service of your choice for specific visa requirements, information, forms and fees for your nationality.

Non-U.S. Citizens:

Valid passports and visas (when needed) are required.  For those residing in the United States, the original copy of your Alien Registration Card (ARC or “Green Card”), or with respect to any country on the itinerary any other travel documentation required because of your alien status.

* Please note expired ARC or Green Cards will be considered “out of state” and will be denied entry / reentry into the United States. Please make sure your card is not expired at the time of your cruise.

Contact your Embassy or Consulate for further instructions.  Please be sure to begin this process immediately as it can take several months to complete.

U.S. Immigration:  1-800-375-5283 

Zierer Visa Service: 1-866-788-1100 
Email:  rcivisainfo@zvs.com.

Canadian Landed Immigrants:

All Canadian Landed Immigrants (inclusive of those who are citizens of the British Commonwealth countries) who reside in Canada must have valid passports and US visas.  Also required is the original copy of our Permanent Resident Card (PR Card) formally the IMM 1000 or with respect to any country on the itinerary any other travel documentation required because of alien status.
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